Alan Revere
Teaching Future Generations

By Mancy e Sindl

For more than 30 years, masker Juf{f-;.lnr'ﬂ': Alan Revere has been shﬂn'ng his ’m::wfed.qe and
enthusiasm for the goldsmith's art with thousands of students, readers and indusiry professionals

IF memory serves conmectly, e once revealed that he ar
rived in San Francisco during the 1900s in whal elsae? A
hand painted Volkswagen bus

Unlike many of the fower chiliren of the time, however,
Revere devoted maost of his time to learming. working and
Duilding a professbon. Now, close to three decades Laer, e
is the founder and dircctor of one of the country’s most
unfgue jewelry academics, located in a historic building

in dowmtown S

Revere grew up in a amiky of cremive mdividials both
grendlahers and his mother were o hobivists, ln 1969, af
ter receiving a BA in pevchology Teom the University of
Virginka, he 1ok 1o the . He landed in a0 an colony in
san Migoel de Allende, Mexico, whene e spend fwo years
stimlying drawing. sculptone and cralls 3t the lecal uni-
versity, learning the basios of design

It was here that he was trodoced o the ar of maetal
wiork and as he wells i, from the very (et tonch of a
hammaer on g silver bamd, he dise el his psadon for
jewelrvmaking, “Righn from the star,” e says, ©1 iraly
lowvedd working with my hands, making jewelry. | wanicd
1o barn everything there wirs o Know abuot jewelry, bt
1 cosabid et fimd thae Kindd of professdonal trining 1 wanted
imthe US7

Revens's cducational background continued, He took an-
other 1wo  years (0 study  al HiMkyear-old
Fachbochsehile fur Gestaliung, in Plorehctm, Cermany.
Here, he learncd the Basics of m ing and jow-
elry prodhiction by some of the twenticih century’s
most poted gokdsmiths and desigoers, He completed
hiks stuchies and returmed o San Frndisco, where he be
gan designing his own jewelry ©
In 1979, after puming together 3 roster of some of the in
dhiry's top prdessionals, Revene established the Revere
Aczichemy of Jowelry Arts. [ts hasic premise was to teach the
s important Gechniques of jewelry desien and manu
Bactuwre, using instroctors who sere ihemsebies working
professionals in the jewelry business “Our faculy includes
owver a daoeen master craftsmen and expores whao bove what
rluq b amd are (e slure thcir [rassinn and knonwle
wilpe” Kevere says.

Courses range from the basics of maetalsmithing,
meaking, wax carving, gemstone kentification, Ji
grading, scrting, pobishing and fntshing o spe
micjuies such as granulation, gemsione seing. twd':rhlu
anil marketing designer jewelry, Each class is Bimfed o 15
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stinbenes, so cich can reccive the maxim personal at-
tention. State-olthe-ant cquipment includes a live Towup
of the instructors’ hands allowing students o see the fine
dctails af the lesson heing taughi
The butlding e chose for his school b dicative of his
creative outlook. The Revere Academny is Jlocated in the
historic Phelan Building ot 768 Market Steeet in San
Francisco. The wmbgque, irangularshaped building was
unce the center of the ewelry-making in the city amd
Tromn iheir ninth-Moor comer subte, stdents cipoy a 270
g [ran wramie vicw of Revene's Bvorie ©
The students in the school hail from all over the
world Al come 1o the school wanting 1o learn how
to work with their nds and create jowelry of lasg.
ing value, Right now, Revere Academy has pupils
from Taiwan, France, Japan and Brazil “About 50 1o 60
percent of the people who study here have some
Background in jewelry,” he savs. “O0 the other 30 per-
coent, about hall are planning o enter the business
and the rest are retices abbyvises”
levere designed his own jewelry collection for many
vears, offering moderately priced ver innovative de-
signs using a varicty of colors and textures in gold
Um seill designing, savs, *1 don't make a lor of
v, but the passion is the same
These diys, he devotes the majority of his time to lec-
I g, teaching and writing about the arn of jewelry
production and design. His columns on jewelry re-
pair and production have been published in 2 num-
ber of trade magazines, luding his regular
“Praciical Jewelry Repair® column in Jewelers
Circular-Kevstone.
Alin Kevere is a member of the American Jewelry
Design Council and the Contemporary Design
Group. He has written several books, including the
Art of Jewelry Making, Ring Repair, Profes 1
Goldsmithing and Revere on Goldsmithing
after being interviewed for this profile, he lef for
Las Vegas where he aceepued the Hall of Fame
award from the Comemporary Design Group,
prowdly wearing two lapel designed by his

Of all the work he docs, if he had to choose just one
thing he likes best, what would it be? *1 would =it at
the Bench and make jewelry” As proof of this, Revere
still owins the first silver bracelet be ever made and
currcinly wears a o one of 22-karat, hand-woven
pold thar gives him a thrill o own and 19 koow that
he made i Ivs the tinkerer in me that likes this; |
Tave always enjoved creating”




