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Metalsmiths Go South

The Florida Society of Goldsmiths celebrates its 15th year
with workshops conducted by top metalsmiths

ounded at the University of

—4 South Flonda in 5t Peters-

burg, the Florida Socicty of

Goldsmiths is 4 non-profit organiza-
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shows for jewelers and metalsmiths,
It has five chapters throughout
Florida.

“There is a great need for training
and education in all arcas of bench-
work = our socicty was created to
bring together the best people in
the country to meet that need,”
says Gim Rollins, FSG%s executive
director. “The more support we and
groups like ours get, the better able
we will be to offer bench jewelers

Alan Revere leads a workshop at last
summer’s jewelry and metalsmithing
warkshop sponsored by the West
Coast chapter of the Florida Society of
Goldsmiths.
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and metalsmiths the opportunities
they need to master their cralt.”

Workshops

The Northeast chaprer of FSG
will offer ive \'\.'ﬂfk.\llu]b:. ‘|;|||. 4-8 at
the Athantic Center for the Ars in
New Smyma, FL. The workshops run
simultaneously and cover such topics
as forging and fold-forming, tught by
jeweler/silversmith John  Cogswell;
enameling, taught by Sydney Scherr, a
professor of metals and jewelry at
Savannah College of Artand Design;
and granulation, taught by Jean Stark,
a speaker and author. The program
costs §425, which includes 17 meals.
The workshaps fill up quickly so
if you are interested, call (904)
734-6878.

FSG Ldth
annual  Jewelry and  Metal-
smithing Workshop in July at
Wildaeres, Little Switzerland,
NC, a vacation retreat, At press
time, the course and instructors
had not been chosen, bur orga-

will present s

nizers always seek top mstruc-
tors, Last summer’s workshop
featwred Alan Revere, Kurt
Mutzdorf, Barbara Simon and
Jean Swark. Topics included
fold-forming, precions metals
clay, jewels of the Dark Ages,
tessellation and hinges, The work-
shop costs $435 for members and
§475 for non-members. The fee
includes nntion, lodging, 11 meals,

'I‘l],(‘ \'vl.'sl C[H‘I‘.i‘ 1.']]1]]“1_']‘ l!l-

gratuitics and a group phoro. The
workshops are filled on a first-come,
first-served basis. For more informa-
tion, call (352) 597-9055.

Hall of Fame
I'SGs other major endeavor is its
IIL'\.\'1_\' |'|'1.".1tq::l N"llil'lll'-'lt J\'!E[:llsll'lllﬂ‘.“
Hall of Fame, dedicated to honoring
metalsmiths who have had excep-
tional careers or had achievements in
related ficlds while fostering an
appreciation of the craft. FSG plans
four categories of awards:

@ Artists or designers who consis-
tently produce exceptional works
of art.

¢ Educators =

including directors,
curators and marketing and devel-
opment personnel = who make
important contributions to the
field of metalsmithing.

& Individuals or couples who sup-
port the art of metalsmithing
by volunteering, collecting or
exhibiting,

@ Business patrons who make a sub-
stantial contribution to the field
of metalsmithing.

Readers are invited 1o submit
nominations in any of the four cate-
wories, Contact FSG o request a
nomination form. FSG also secks
financial sponsors for this program.
Contributions are tax-deductible,
¢ Florida Society of Goldsmiths,

St Petersburg, FL; (727) 550-

2052, ginirollE@aol.com.
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