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n San Frorosco's 3

g

hampagne on Apil Fools Day! I

may not be 3 radition, bur corks

were popping on April 1. 2004—

the day the Revere Academy of

Jewelty Ans celebrated itn 25th
anniversary, The school thar began as a single pri-
vate class raughe by founder and master goldsmith
Alan Revere has evolved inme an internationally
recognized training faciliny for jewelen, offering
dorens of clases and three diploma programs—
and thar'’s something wonh celebrating

Once upon a rime ... In 1969, Alan Revere was
just another college student—paychology. major,
ant minor—fresh out of the Univerity of Virginia,
will undecided about what to do next. “Some of
my friends were hesded to law school,”™ bie recalls,
“aned 1 figuied that might not be a bad idew 501
ook the entrance cxam, gor preuy high scores.
applied o law schoal, and was headed 1o Boston

Callege.” >
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Or 5o he thoughr.

Later that summer, Revere
joined a group of friends on
their way o a weekend con-
cert ... and three days larer,
all bets were off. “After
Woodstock, 1 realized thar 1
didn't want to be a lawyer—
I wanted to punue an.” he
says. “Everything [but art] was
tied into the econamy. lrwas a
q,-piul IIil.I‘i"llIE thing—I wani-
ed to run away from money,
But if you're really successful,
moncy will find you.”

Revere remembered that
one of his sculprure professors
had mentioned an ars com-
munity in Mexico, and he set
out to find it. 1 bought a VW
bus, painted it purple and
green, and wound my way
around the Gulf Coast o
Mexico,” he says. *1 was taken  Alan Revere instructs Catherine Hytands in 1983 at
on by a maiter craftsman ar o Rereno Acaoony
the Insitute  Allende  in
Guanajuato, Mexico, and
within 10 minutes | had
found it—a passion for jewel-
ry. | stayed up day and night
making jewelry.”

Revere soon discovered
thar his teacher, while won-
derfully talented, was really a

rinsmith and net well versed
in the am of pewelry-making—
and the student soon ouc-

i

|us:-:il the teacher. “Within a  Cathorns Hylarchs instructs o studont a2 the

year | was teaching,” hesays.  Academy in 2004
1 stayed just a step shead of
miy students, learning as | wene.” In 1972 he camed an MFA in Sculprure.

While he was working at the studio in Mexico, Revere met Harold O'Cannor,
now a member of the Society of Morth American Goldsmiths (SNAG), who had
come to Mexico o cam a master’s degree. Previowsly, O'Connor had studied ar
the Goldschmiedeschule Pforzheim and Fachhochschule fiir Gesraltung (abo in
Phorzheim), West Germany, “When he opened his portfolio, it blew my mind,”
Revere says. "I was amazed thar the skills | was leamning could be raken 1o this
level. [ rold my fiancée we were going o Germany,”

When Revere received the application for the German school, he discovered
it was long, involved—and written in German, “A friend who spoke German
helped me fll it our in German, 5o they assumed [ spoke German,” he says

Upon his arrival in Germany, however, school officials were less than pleased
to discover that Revere was less than fluent in their native language, “They did-
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Professiona)

n't want to bet me in!” he says. “But then 3 Dusch fellow H—————— T
behind me said, “This is my friend and we're taking all

our classes wgether’ " The Dutch fellow promised w0
translace the material for Revere. “Fortunately, a lot of
German words are gimilar 1o English—things like |
‘exact’ and ‘precise.’ | followed him around for six or
scven months until 1 eould do it on my own.”

In Plortheim, a center for jewelry-making for 200
years, Revere finally found what he'd been looking for,
Here, students from 55 countries were raught Old World At Revers has
skills; the finest jewelers in the wotld sent cheir children  witton rumenous
there to learn from the best in the business. ben Or gy

“The master who took me under his wing, Reinhold masing. includng
Bothner, celebrated his S0th year as a master poldsmith  Professionad
while 1 was there,” Revere recalli. "He was the most  Golderneting
respected jeweler in 2 town of 20,000 jeweler.”

As he had done in Mexico, Revere worked for one of his veachens: *1 worked
nonstop, evenings, nights,” he says. “From 1972 to 1974, 1 pursued advanced
studies there.”

Passing the torch, When Revere had learned all the German school could
reach him, he returned o the Bay Arca, where he worked in a tade shop for a
year. *| spent my time there sizing 10 to 15 rings an hour, honed ny skills and
ot Fast, and bearned abour repairs.”

But Revere was eager to put his new-found knowledge to the best posiible
use—and that mean teaching. "1 kncw that my bricf cxperience in the Mexico
school had been lacking in something,” e says, “and [ wanted to do it right.”

He began teaching at a local college as well ax giving privare lessons, and on
April 1, 1979, the Revere Academy of Jowelry celebrated its official opening,
Located in San Francisco's historic Mhelan Building, the school has enjoyed a
quarter-century of phenomenal growth while remaining true o its original mis-
sion: to teach the art and science of jewelry-making through the maditonal Old
Wadld guild system.

“YW'har we teach is theory and practice on everything from sepair to custom
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work 1o production, because people
think they know where they want 1o
go, but it's helpful to have a broad
foundation of skills,” Revere
explains. “For example, if you want
o be a designer, you should sill
leamn stone-sesting skills so you can
loak ar work someone else is doing
and know if it’s high qualiey.”

According to Revere, the school
pioncered organizing a curriculum
around subject arcas. “We use the
‘mmpler’”  method or ‘project’
method, in which the student fol-
lows along step-by-step with the
teacher,” he says.

Classes are taughe by working pro-
fessional jewelers, including Revere,
who has won international awards
for his designs and written several
books an jewelry. The faculty
includes more than a dozen master
craftsmen and cxperts in a variery of
ficlds. Michael Good, Charles
Lewron-Brain, Jean Scark, and Doug
Zaruba have been frequent guest
instructors for the annual Mawers
Symposium, and German master
gem  designer Bernd  Munsteiner
raught a class in lapidary techniques
at Revere, "That was the only clas
Bernd has ever raughe.” notes
Revere, “Actually, we went to school
together in Germany, although he
was 3 few years ahead of me.”

The Revere curriculum. Courses
at the Revere Academy are designed
1o prepare students for JA certifica-
tion examinations. The school offers
three diploma programs:

* The Jewelty Technician (JT)
program is condensed into 11 classes
totaling 235 hours of instruction. It
focuses on the cuential bench skills
needed 1o enter the ficld of jowelry
fabrication and rq:u.ir_ Tuition for
clagses is $4,645 plus $560 in it
fees, plus additional cost for required
tools. This coune prepares students
for the JA Level One Certified Bench
Jeweler Technician test.

10§ sed dury pans

* The Jewelry Technician (JT)
Intensive program offers the same
diploma as the Jewelry Technician
program but is 85 hours longer.
Tuition costs $6,250 for 320 hours
of instruction; materials kit fees are
the same. This course abo prepares
sudents for the JA Level One
Cenified Bench Jeweler Technician
test,

¢ The Graduate Jeweler (G]) 22-
claws program covers a range of pro-
fesstonal skills as 2 foundation for a
carcer in jewelry. Course work can be
completed cither by waking the
Jewelry Technician Intensive fol-
lowed by the additional required
clavies in the Open Sewion (545
hours, $10,975 tuition plus 1,150
kit fees) or by raking all 22 classes
individually during Open Sessions
(460 hours, $9.370 widon plus
$1,150 kit fees and additional cost
for m]uim,! oals). This course serves
as preparation for the JA Level Two
Cenified Bench Jeweler test.

*We also teach gem [ultinsm:n-
sionally in the Master Symposium,
but nor lapidary or watches or
enameling.” adds Revere, “We
each low of stone setting and
gemology, because we want to pre-
parc students for jobs as jewelry-
makers—design, rendering, model
maold rru.'ling, casting. This gives
them a choice of where 10 work.
Some already know that they're
suins o un a i:w!lr'_r store, and
l['l.'" need this Itnuwlulgt.'

A surprising number of students
come from Ffar off the im[r;rh
m:kins wrack, e Revere: “We have
trained corporation presidents, sur-
grons, teachers, dentists. ... We have
one former student, an ancsthesiolo-
gist, who has cut back his responsi-
bilities ar the Mayo Clinic so that he
could make jewelry, We've had a vas
cular surgeon, hand surgeon, cye
doctor, dentist—he even keeps a dis-
play of his jewelry in his office. We
get computer people, office people,



schoolicachers who are phasing out

of their careers.... We had a husband

and wife in thewr hfties, a retired

engincer and a research scientisr, She

liked needle arts, and she saw our 10-

minute video and wanted 1o sign up
... and then so did he!”

The students come from every
carner of the globe as well as from
every sector of the economy. “We
put a dot an the map whenever we
get a student from someplace new,
and we'te up to about 50 o 60 coun-
trici—[akistan, the Middle East, all
over Ewrope,” Revere says, "In facy,
sidents from Turkey, Japan, and
Pakistan just left, and a Swiss master
goldsnith came to take rwo clased”

What all have in commaon, Revere
says, is “passion for the metal, We
don't get bored industry rypes: we get
self-maotivated entreprencurial rypes,
Abott half have some jewelry affilia-
tion of expericnce—maybe they've
worked in a family store or taken
classes or they own a store and want
o upgrade their skilli—bue abour
half are new 1o jewelry. And we get
some who arent even going o go
into the indusiry.”

But those who do enter the jewel-
oy indusiry put their Revere educa-
tion 10 good wse, “We have lots of
successes—I see the jewelry they
make, the awards they win, | sce
them at trade shows. One took first
place, the grand prize of $20,000, in
the Saul Bell competition.” Revere
graduates have won prizes in other
major contests  including  the
Spectrum Awards and De Beers
competitions, and graduate Donna
Shimaru became the first Hawaitan
JA Certified Master Bench Jeweler,

“We gee masier and beginners,
but all T want them to do is use the
skills.” Revere insists, “I don't care
iff they're streee arvists or working in
diamonds and  platinum. The
reward is having something in your
hand at the end of the day thar has
a 1.000-year lifespan. Theres no
point in rushing, no one knows
how fase you work ... they just look
ar the quality.”

The success of the Revere
Academy has not been lost on
other aspiring teachers. “Six have
tried to open [schools based] on
my model,” says Revere. “In fact,
one student, a wealthy Brazilian
whose parents funded his school,
pur out 3 brochure in Portuguese,
describing word for word my
classes,”

The nexx 25 years? For many suc-
cessful businesses, expansion is often
the next logical seep. But for the
Academy, that’s out of the question,
says Revere: “Things are going just
fine now. | do a lot of traveling and
teaching in Haystack. Maine, and in
Alaska.”

In sddition, Revere is wnlkins
on two new books: AJM magazine's
Beneh Tipr for fesclers (slated for
publication in 2004) and the sec-
ond book in his ']ﬂr:lly Rﬂ.’)‘ﬂil-
sctics, Setting Repairr. He's also
been  writing for JOK magazine
since 1983, °1 think I've had a big
impact,” Revere says of his publica-
tions. “li's all abour haviug a
dream, following a path, and some-
times not knuw'rng where it Eoci.
My niche s communicating with
people who love jewelry,” +

Interested?
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