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Alan Revere has been contribasting 1o
e community of jewelers and to pwel
ryemaking education for mone thin two
shecades, His experiense as a studio/ pro-
duction peweler, educator, and lecturer
has been amalgamated in this volume,
1 Bench Tips
for Jewelers, in
the form of hogi-
cal and uncom-
plicated solu-
tions and tech-

niques for
would-be to ad-
vanced jeweley-
maker.

The: book i essentially a guided tourof
the mnique conoepts Revene has explosed,
developed over the course of his career,
andd sifted and bailed down 1o 3 concen:
tratod basest of information. Revere's well-
known penchant for excellence in his own
work is reflocted in the veny firsd tip — a
braved fosous o e revessity of pwekers ..
- committing themselves to excellence
leng before the frst stop [is] ever taben”
In this discussion, Revere also reminds
Jeelers to take oy in what they ane creat-
ing. mecalling that “they arne heir to a long
lirae o goddsiths wha fos 7000 vears . ..
tramsformed ideas into objects of desine”
Though this s wseful reminder, jewelers
whe read this may assume o barrage of
work ethic philosophy will follow and
lose bwart on the first page, leeling misted
by the book’s title. However, the rest of
the book [exoopt for tip #1001 (moee about
this laser)] is devoted to detailed descrip-
tions of useful, specific techniques re-
searched by Bevere, desonbaed cleardy and
aocurately enabling jewebers to approach
their work sucoessfully.
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The second fip, "Get Organized,”
though, docs not describe a techudgue. Ine
stoad, it effers Revere's own bench ongani-
ration, complete with a detailed illustra-
Eion, designed o assist others to debermine
storage solutions for aocess and use of
tools and equipment. This s a genuine
trespstine, sinoe mast owelons tend o spend
=0 muchy time alodse iy thefr own studios
thsat ey dont gt o see how other jowel:
ves might have approached storage and
access. After this Tip, Revene gets down b
spexific and detailed information.

Thee ook pregresses logically through
a varsety of procodunes designed o solve
common {and some uacommon) prob-
Bermes, bogzinning with soldering and torch-
o5, and continuing threugh filing and cane
of files, engraving and care of gravers,
budfing and polishing, riveting, ring-siz.
g, et Many of Revere's suggested solu-
tions dre unigue, and even experienced
jewelers will find them quite useful. For
example, his discussion of methods for
drilling holes progresses from methods
for sharpening drill bits, acourate drilling,
addjusting the plaement of a drilled hole,
drilling thim holes b thick metal and Gll-
ing small holes. His discussion of
removal of metal progresses from files
and fling methods, pwveler’s saws S
Blades, alteration of burs and files and
preparation of hand teols for specific
tasks. An example of a particularly inter-
esting alteration of a too] is Revere's
“transparenl separating discs” used to
flatten surfaces, like tubing. By snapping
off about a quarter of the dise, when the
i s then spun in a fAexshalt handpiece,
it becomes “transparent,” similar to split-
L whweds, permitting e side of the dise
tos b s and allowing visibility of the
phoce being Mattened. Wiere needed, Re-
viere includis afety wamings

A discussion of this book woukd not be
complele without mentioning the excel-
Ient illustrations accompanying vach of
the fips — there can be a wendency with il-
Tustrations, as opposad to photographic
g, to eliminate detail; but cach of the
drawings in this book is sufficiently de-
tailed to illustrate each of the tips clearly.
The dravvings lend the book a format that
s at onoe instructive and user-friendly,

Thiz book is rich in wseful informa-

teom, bt it wiould be neniss 10 overiook
one mager law, There is no alphabetizasd
inclex allowing casy access bo the infor-
mation. Although it is possible to find
speific information via the Tabbe of Con-
tenits, it is more tine-consuming and les
comvenicnt then wsimg an index, It is also
inconsistent with the intendod purpese of
e besoskes sy dcovss o bench solutions.

Addiionally, the section entitled
“Beinch Resounoes™ is advertizing thinly
disguised as sources for 1ools, cquip-
ment, and other fewelrv-making re-
sowrces. 1t might have been maore wseful
and pertinent o the purpose of this
book 1o include a simple listing of jew-
elry-making resournces as well.

I spite of the above inconsistencies,
this book should find a place on every
fewelers beneh. With the final tip
(#1101}, Kevere returns to a philosophi-
cal tone, reminding readers that the
most efficient way to produce good
work “i to do it rght the first time.”
With this in mind, Alan RBevere gives
us, with this book, a picce of work that
“dees it right,” showing the reader the
results of his attention to detadl and his
experience with the teols, the materials,
and the procedures of pwelry making.
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