


Artist Profile

Truly Revered

From hippie to international
businessman to master instrucior —
the course and career of master
goldsmith Alan Revere.
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Alsn Revere, foander of the
Reveore Academy ol Jewelry Arts.
Phato by Crilitine Dhein
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Al Juwenliy

n the summers of 1969, Alsn Revere was fresh-Taced and full of plans. He had st carmned 3

bachelor's degree in paychology from the University of Virginia, With an acceptance letter

o law school in his pocket, he diove up 1o Yasgur's fanm for a litde musical diversion
Alver Revede 4pent Two dans af Wooditock, lrw school was no lenger in the phture,

“Iwad a hippse,” says Revere, now one of the country’s best-known goldimiths and the
founder of San Frandlsoo’s Revere Acadenmy of Jewelny Arts. 1 didn't case about makdng mondy,
and | didn’t wand 1o argue with anyane — and to me, the Liw was essentially about arguing. 5o, 1
decided to be an artist”

As tumabouts go, the change in canser path was entirely foreseeable, even if it wasn't
expected. Boen in 1947 in New York, Aevere tays he was “raised for academics.” Nonethebess, he
often took art clxises in college, and he deeply felt the antistic influence of his Eastern European
grandiathers — one sculipted, the othet painted — though both made a Bving by other means.

Luckily, that fateful summer after college, Revere had saved some cash from a beief stint as 2
New York cabbee. S0, he hopped nto his green-and-punpde Volkiwagen bus and hesded south
to San Miguel de Allende, an antit’s colony in Mexico, where he enrolled in the Instituto Allende
and began work on & master’s degree in fine ares

In San Migued, his personal caling announced itself clearly. 1 was sleeping in my van and
taking mry first classes.” Revere describes. “The first day | made a lintle pendant out of sifver, |
hammered it flat, soldered some wine into 3 couple of leops, and put it on some string. It was
miracubous. | was in heaven, and | knew | had come 1o where | needed to be”

A “This ks the beat office in the clty.” 2ays Alaa Revera ol bis San
Framcisce headguarters is is where | play.” Photo by Chainting Disein
Abgve: Fold Ring 18k yellow snd red gold, platinum, dismonds

Phate iy Bairy Blas
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Auf Deutsch, bitte

As a second-year student, Revere leamed about the N Y T =Yg =

et place h:"'necdrd to be" Plorzheirm, & mecca for } 1 (_-! d \"": r 1 ] d t l(—l
ol and sibversmiths in the: Black Forest region of
southern Germarny. S0, with 2 new wife, a dog. and
$1,000 in his pocket, he crossed the Atlantic, He'd been ~ AL A 1 I-— - i
accepied In the Fachhochihule fiv Gestaltung, a ~ l’ = "-'H'“f \hﬂ (—-
rigonout technical school for fire crafts. But as he
stood in line to register for classes. a pinch-faced
“gatekeeper” almost sent him home.

“They found out | couldin® speak German,” Revere
explaing. A complete stranger — a Dutchman named
Charon Kransen — stepped forward in the line,
declating bn German, “This is my fiend, and wi're
taking all our classes together” Kranien became
Revete's personal tranilatod, and though Revere
mastened Jewely German® in a few month, the two
rernain lrhends.

The early 19705 was 3 perfect time (o be in
Plarrhetm, sy Revene, becaie it allowed him 1o
study with thiee greats: Reinhald Bothner
[abermetiter of all the master goldimitha), Reinhold
Reiling (Revere’s primary design teacher), and Klaus
Wiirich (s master of both sihversmithing and
goidsmithing In whose workthop Revere worked]
“These men dominated the school in Ploszheim from
the late 505 to the “S0w | sew them o the kdngping of
Jewelny detign in the twentieth century.” Revene sy,

With 2 200-year history of training jewelry
designiers behind 18, Plorzheim was vibeant and
exciting. “There wete mare than 20,000 goddumniths in
teram wiheen | wrs theve, and the City had mode than
2,000 manufaciuring companies and 12 refineres,”
Rewere sy, "When you walked down the street, you'd
soe jowelry tooh in every window.”

A dual career begins

Mter two years in Plorzhesn, Revere returned to the
United S5ates, heading 1o San Francisco, where bis
wife had attended school, There he got a job as a
Bench peweler, handling repairs and special orders. His
eduation in Germarry had taught him precivion, but
miow hie eaperienced a new beved of expeciation. ”|
spent my days sobdering and (iling. | leamed how 1o
e rings, repair chaing, solder on topof stonet
i 10 apply what I'd leamned in Mexico and Germany
10 very sirict et of cosmmedcial standands.”

Shortly therealter, Revere's career &8 on educaion :
began. He look & temparary poiition al the Sherlf's Ring. 18k yellow and red gold, platinum
Califernia College of Arts and Crafus [CCAC), and one diamonds, Phot s
year sireiched into five, “Local jewelers discovered |
was teaching things they didn’t know — technical
things that just weren't being tavght around here.
Chasses wede full”




Classes were also soon full at his studio, wher he
taught privately two days 3 week, Revere officlally
openad his own whool on April 1, 1979 — April Feols
Duay. The date dicin’t bother him., bn fact, he took it a.a
good sign alter he noticed that the schools new
phone number ended with 4179, Says Revere, T saw it
a very auipichous that the asmber was the same x5
the date | opened.”

Meanwhile, Revene wir alo building a jesweby
butiness. It had been jump-started in 1977 when he'd
partneded with a phatographes in o two-man shiw st
the CCAL. "It wis his. hundredih show and my firs”
Rusverie 13, 1 sold just about everything.” That sucoess
spumedd him to exhibit in a kong string of shows — first
i thee circwit of the American Crafis Coundcl and
ventually with mone commerclal venoes, such a3 the
Jeverlers of America (W) thaew. By thid time, he needed
help producing his collection — his workihop
eventually grew to indude 14 employoet.

It wias very Interesting watching this Ettle cottage
Iindustry grow 10.a point where we were doing close to
armallion dodlary a year [in the United States and
overseasl” Rvere sayt.

Thie pictune wadn't entirely rofy; profas dida’t
alwiys 1007 a5 high aa the sales. 71 needed & manager”
And he didnt feel a1 home in Lirgey, commencial
wenued, where buyers often judged a plece by how
much it wekghed instead of by how well it was made or
designed. While Revere enjoyed the challengs "ol
tuning my creathvity on and of 1" by the early ‘90s he
Thad too much 1o juggle. Buiiness demands were
giowing. The sohool was growing, His two kids were
growing. 1 100k a hard ook atound a1 whete | was
jputting mast of my effort and where | was getting the
greates personal reveards, and they didnt match.” He
hoded this doors o thee pewilny buiniis,

A place to play

Looking out from his ninth-floor office at the Revene
Academy, Revere hat no regeets about his deciion.
“This b the best office in the city,” he sy, and it's haed
o argue. The acadenty occupses a character-laden
building built in 1908 in an area that has long been San
Franckico's ewelny conter.” But the setting is juita
peri This ks wheve | pliy.” Revere says.

He estimates that he has taught mone than 10,000
students personally and that the school overall has
geen ot boxst X000 Mot all of the students become
professional jeweders, but most, I Rewere himaell, are
passhonate about jewelry making. “One of my prize
students i an anesthetkologinn frodm the Maya Clinke
who flies here to take lessons,” Revive sy,

To malee ensoliment comenient for working
peofessionaly, mamy casses are conducted as three-day
Intenaive sessions that 1pan 3 kong weekend. Individual
chysses can aluo be Laken together o an eight-week
program [See “About the Academy,” poge 461, “We've




beoken jewelry making into logical acead of
condentration, such it W1DNEe $EInG, fepairs,
gemology, and fabrication,” Revere explains

Teaching keeps hm busy, but Revene s1ill finds time
For hils owwn design work. One of his most iImportant
creatiee outlers is the nonprofit American Jowelry
Design Council (AIDC) Each year, its 34 momber
degner create ploced for a tranveling exhibit. Each
designer puls his or her own spin on an annial Ehermss,
such ad “the Mona Lisa,” "flight,” and moee nocenitly,
“pryvamid.” Materials vary, and though couliness b not
a goal — ard the pleces ane not for wale — Rievere
winially lrweests about $5.000 In the yoarly project

Pevhags that’s because 18-karat gold it his favorite
mpdivem, “0d alll the metals, it's the friendBest — you

= Otherwise, he lets his
e materiali uted, especially in his
everyday work “The way | ook at it, | have an end
patette avallable, and whatevwer sty my design, that's
what | chooie, Wihether IS POBOMUL OF NOMDORC KOS
really choesn't matted”

Revere doey, however, avoid Linge stoned, especially
ervals, “Fov e, the worst thing s an oval cabochon or
it's such a sirong
shape that it has 1o dominate the devgn, and | want fo
be the ane in charge.”

B

an creal Faceted gemminne.” he iy

Paying it forward

Though he n lenger makes pewelny for a lving, Revere
readidy shanes his buningss kngw-Bows wit
“People abwayi &k me how the jewelny in
chaniped,” e says. “Essen
shagnificamt changes. They played handt
e comimaencial sector], and they play hardball now.”
For artisans, he notes, oppor tunity abound you've
ot the skill, you can build a business around it People
by appreciate high-quality, e
Jewerding,” Moreower, getting started b actually easler
than it was 30 years. 290, “Information abaut pevwelny
making b much mode adailable. M 38 on Orchad

by, | don't see

before [in

wi

[ganokuincoml” Rivene says. “And there are better
toodi, bether instruction — even better books.”

Revere should know, He's the author of several o
Fimisell, including Professional Goldsmthing and The.
of Jewelry Moldng as well 23 3 video insiruction series
on goldamithing. He's cunently waerking on fwo new
books, inchuding one about stone-1etting répairs,

Teaching, writing, lecturing — are Revere's way
ol “paying it forwand.” In that wary. he B connected 1o
all the masters who came befone him ad well a8 1o
thase whea will follow

“Herr Bothner leasned from peoplhe who'd been
taught in the 18005, Maybe half of that tradition has
been boit, but | feel & very 1rong commitmaent 1o puris
along the parts lesmed to others — along with what
I'vee been abile 1o scd theoogh my am passion. And |
feel very good about deing it" &

farmatians, Sterding




About the
Academ

Estobliabiod in 1878 the Rovers Acadomy of
Jovalry Ans conducta claosses in fabrication,
goemology, and  jowolry ropalir as wall as in
markoting,  motalsmithing, and deswgn. Coursos
con ba takon singty. in opan sesglon, or as part of
an intensive oipht-woek, 11-class pagkogs thot
proparcs studants for tha Jevalers of Amarica
1JAL Leval Ono Cortified Banch Jowelar Techniclon
MOEL A Bubasquant program roadies studanis for
tho JA: Lovel Twio Certified Bench Jeweler ot
Each spring, the acodomy alec hoste & Mastlars"
Sympasium, s collection of classos and workshops
lod By o prostigious rostor of visiting Insiruciorns:

For mora nformation about the acadamy and its
instructors, vislt roverossadomy.com of contact
thom ot 4163814178, 760 Markoet Stroat, Sto,
B30, San Francisco CA 84102

Phatos shewn bere are works by Revers Academy Instrocion.
[a] Exrrings by Nancy Wintrap. 18k gald, lagin. Proto by Chrlspie
Diids, [b] Pendant by Cathariae Hylands. 18k gold,
dismoads. Prots by M
gald, weod. mylon, cal

try Ohza Faston. (0] Pendant by
Michael David Sturfin 1Bk
red and yeliow gold,
monda, pearl handwaren

(1] Rings by
¥askia Tankelian. platinem,
18k gold. dlamands. Photo by
Christine Bhaln [g] Pendasi
|y Ronda Caryell. 22k gald,
gameL. Phais by Gaorges Peat

a0 Arn duwaiey  duly 3068 g



