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n metalsmithing there are always new

ideas to explore, To get a concentrated

dose of exploration and Insplration, there

is nothing like attending a professional-
level workshop. Happlly, there are many
wonderful schools and reglonal metalsmithing
gullds where you can get your fix. [See “Where
To Go For Workshops,” page 42 When | felt
the need to interact with some now matenals
and technigues, | headed o Metalwers, a
school for jewelry and metal arts that's
housed in an industrial bullding In Waltham,
Massachusetts, a suburh of Boston, It may not
laok special on the outside, but inside, it's a
vibrant place,

Thea facility is the brainchild of its founder

and director, Karen Christians, who s
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dedlcated to providing classes that cover
technical, artlstic, and professional aspects of
metalsmithing, When she's choosing the
classes and instructors for each semester,
Christians says she looks for "peaple who love
to share information and have good
presentation skills.” Her commitment is
reflected in the sense of creative energy that
abaunds in Metalwer's comfortable, well-
equipped classroom. The building also houses
a group studio with individual benches where
matalsmiths of all skill levels can rent
workspace, In addition to the collaborative-
yet-independent warkipace and regular
weekly classes, Metalwerx offers a year-round
schedule of weekend workshaps taught by
many of the best-known metalsmiths.
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The stesl “dantal” tesls are actually wax spatulas
ured with an sicohal lamp

wax-build-up

I wias one of thewe workshops that deew
my attention. | ordinaily do metal fabrication,
wihich is an additive pre<ess. Was cardng s
& techalque uiisally worked i o subiracthe
process. S0, o workshop offered by Michae!
Durvied Saurin at Metabwers that taught an
addaioe technique For wax working wa
immediately sppeaking, Becaute wax modely
aire uved in boat-wax casting, whech i a process
you can use to make fiorrma that are not casly
fabricated, this class wai an opportunity foe
e to explore

The first thing | learned abowt wan the
liffenent wand we'd be uiing. Before taking this
chas, | s ondy sware of the thiee kindy of wax
wned i lost-wax casting: carving, medeling, and
#uilpting. Canving wax (omes in variouws color.
that indicate its degree of Neobility, it b slmos

a4 thgid a5 plastic and ha a relathely b |t

weasmih of the carver’s hands, carving wax can

model making

e it the ained ddficult 1o repair i it's eoken
Maodeling wa is usaally available in sheet or

wrine foanm and i3 much sofier than canving wax

I can be shaped by hand and melted 10 stick to
el iy serusll plscs, bt it will bold ondy &
moderate amount of detail Micreanataline
Suilptineg wan i very 307t and plable, like clay,
s alyo very oy to shagse, but it will delorm
wiery earsily and will o bold fine detail

Tharse thnee wames are: not well suiled o the
wean- bl up tegheigee, We reeded ansthie:
type of was Injection wan. its melting poing s
Hgh encugh that the wax will not deform when
I0's lbwpirty Iarchieoe s, et IS lowr encagh that
the v can stick 1o itsell when it's melted with
a heot bool. Injecton wax was oiginally imented
Ly the preeidry induntiy for e in injection pots
that mieh Large quasntities of wax and sguiry

undler pressung, vobds for mass-peoduced
peveediy, 1t Formudated 10 be liom endugh io
heold detail yet Dexible enough 1o be popped

wold without beeaking

out ol ar
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