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A Conversation with Alan Revere:

. A Renowned US Jewelry Designer,
oy AR Educator and Writer.
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When in San Francisco this past April, [ had an

opportunity 1o meet with Alan Revere, the founder and

Director of the Revere Academy of Jewelry Arts in San
Francisco. Alan is a master goldsmith who was irained
in Germany back in the 70's. Upon returning 1o the US,
he taught college jewelry course and opened his own
school in San Francisco in 1979, Since then, thousand of
people from around the world have come to take classes
at the Academy. [ hadthe privilege to take classes with
him during my Jewelry Technician Intensive training
back i 2005. Alan teaches at the Academy throughout
the year and also conducts workshops in the US, Europe

and Asia,



Alan Revere

Founder and Director of Revere Academy
of Jewelry Arts

Education and Training:
1965-69 = University of Virginia in Charlottesville, Virgima.
» Bachelor of Ants Degree Psychology, Minor in Sculpture.
1970-72 = Instituto Allende in San Miguel de Allende, Mexico.
» Master of Fine Arts Degree in Crafts
awarded by Universidad de Guanajuato.
1972-74 = Fachhochschule fiir Gestaltung in Pforzheim, Germany.
* Goldsmithing and Jewelry Design.

Professional Experience:
Author of Ring Repair, published by Lark
Curator of 500 Earrings, published by Lark
President of the American Jewelry Design Council
Author of Professional Goldsmithing, published by Lark
Author of The Art of Jewelry Making, published by Lark
Creator of Revere on Goldsmithing an 8-part video seres
Author of 101 Bench Tips for Jewelers, published by MISA
Curator of Jewelry Masters: Gemstones, published by Lark
Founder of Contemporary Design Group - for jewelry designers
Author of Practical Goldsmithing series appearing in ICK, 1980°s
Author of The Innovators series in Professional Jeweler magazine
Author of Practical Jewelry Repair 25 part series in

JCK magazine, 1990's
Freelance writer: JCK, GEM, AJM, Professional Jeweler

& Lapidary Journal

Honors and Awards:

Paragon: Pearl Award

Cermany: Kontraste Prnize

Jewelers of America: Jewel Award

Diamonds International: 2-time Finalist

Pacific Jewelry Show: Booth Design Award

American Craft Council: Booth Design Award

Japanese International Cultured Pearl Award

Pacific Jewelry Show: Best Collection Trophy

American Jewelry Manutacturer: Vision Award
Contemporary Design Group: Hall of Fame Award
Schmuckmuseum Plforzheim: permanent collection
Contemporary Design Group: High Achievement Award
Oakland Museum: California Crafts - permanent collection
Mational Endowment for the Arts support for presentations
JCK magazine's list of most influential people in jewelry mdustry
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Aside from teaching, Alan shares his passion in
jewelry design as an active member and president of the
American Jewelry Design Council. Along with other
well-known jewelry designers/artists in the US, Alan

designs creative jewelry during the group’s annual
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design project. He travels to many trade shows in the
US showcasing the results of the design project.  His

work along with other members’ could f.‘x

be viewed at www.ajde.org. He is
also a founder of the Contemporary
Design Group and was recently
awarded the group's prestigious High
Achievement Award,

During our conversation, [ asked Alan
about his view on today’s jewelry designs
and the importance of jewelry design in
marketing.

AT: What's your definition of jewelry
design?
AR: Design encompasses several aspects of a piece
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of jewelry including how it looks, feels and functions.

Design is the result of the choice and placement of the
elements. Design can be bold and prominent, or subtle,

or almost non-existent.

AT: How does design play a role in the jewelry
market?
AR: Diesign is a priceless component 1o
marketing jewelry. Good design adds value; poor
design diminishes value, We are intuitively drawn
to good design. We are also trained to appreciate
good design. When other factors are similar,
design always wins the sale.
AT: In your view, how important is it for
a jewelry designer to know how to make

jewelry?
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AR: If you want to design and build an
airplane, it is quite wseful o know how
they stay up in the air, in other words how
they function, otherwise the resulis could be faral,
Luckily nobody will die if we get the jewelry wrong,
but the fact remains that the knowledge of how jewelry
is made and functions is essential for jewelry designers.
Knowing how to make jewelry opens a vast reservoir of
technigue-based ideas as well as production solutions.
Techmique canbe an essential component (o design or il
¢an be the foundation for a design.

AT: Can you offer some insights for people who are
interested in becoming a jewelry designer?

AR: This is a very rewarding field; one that
welcomes artistry, innovation; quality and commitment.
Uinlike nearly all other manufactured products, jewelry
always brings joy: to the receiver, the wearer and 10
the purchaser. Unlike nearly all other manufactured
products, people treasure jewelry and pass it on to loved
ones, rather than throwing it out. And unlike all other
man-made-creations, jewelry is a part of culture in all

ey 1 “IElwis wie “funlauu” R v e
a¥avusenunAysTuaesdatuln usdnieads
atnnszaglunsawmisalisiusnas iR iy
ASuRAdMIUGasILATTIIN RS A AT 14U BB NULLNE
ar “luii® unz =ee Talanlaniu dnoiliisas G
aialr RslaniaRtnaniialifoufandionin
u'rrl:ﬂf'fu"-:1':*1n'wﬂumﬁmmmﬂnuumﬂ?‘ﬂq
UszAuuasnITesA (Jewelry Design and
Marketing) Mngamny fzudnadiun 25
AULIGN URE 3 RATAN 2008 fuTLdEua
i Reenlan Gems & Jewelry
Business Intelligence Center (Glbiz):
pibiz@yahoo.com Y38 AMATANA
DE1=-TO0-&188
atnldeslvianafg il
wanrasll Ameirasziiuin
sanLuUATalscAUTaRIALRD
Tuwealnenla

societies around the world, There 1%

always a place for the designer of
quality jewelry.
I, for one, was inspired by the
conversation. It got me thinking about the way many
design their jewelry. It can’t be denicd that the Thai
jewelry market still lacks *new’ designs. Many picces
ar¢ made by ‘recycling’ or ‘reshuffling” last year's
designs into this year's “new’ designs. Bul in order
10 stay competitive in today's International jewelry
market, 1 think that it's time we create something new
and fresh! Don't know how? Here's your chance to
be able to leam from the pro. Alan will be teaching
a Jewelry Design/Marketing Workshop in Bangkok,
Thailand from September 29 till October 3, 2008. To get
more information on the workshop, contact Gems and
Jewelry Business Intelligence Center (Glbiz) by email
gibiz@yahoo.com or call K. Vorasak 081-700-6188.
Dan't let this great opportunity slip away.
You many become Thailand's next big thing in

g

jewelry design!



